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Where are they now? 
The BMC has an ongoing collaboration with WWU Technical Writing students. This winter quarter, BMC Historian, 
Susan Callaghan, and Publicity Chair, Richard Howland, asked for updates on some of our award winners, seeking 
how music enriches their lives now, and how the encouragement the BMC offered might have helped them to achieve 
their goals. From the document “Where are they now?” authored by Emily Erickson, Emma Hovley and Ayelet Gold-
schmidt, here is a portrait of a BMC award winner, one of fourteen professional musicians interviewed for this project. 

One of Ibidunni Ojikutu’s earliest memories is laying under the piano bench playing with 
her mother’s feet as she played piano. She comes from a musical and artistic family and 
having grown up in such an artistic environment, “music continues to be the number one 
thing in my life that challenges me, keeps me learning, and shows me the world in a new 
way.” Ibidunni grew up in Lincoln, Nebraska, and after moving to Washington, attended 
Bellingham High School. She went on to pursue vocal performance studies at Western 
Washington University. She clearly remembers auditioning for the BMC award, and be-
ing shocked when she won. “The award really helped reinforce that I was good at sing-
ing, and other people thought so too.” 

With this encouragement, Ibidunni decided to pursue singing as a full-time career and 
currently works in western Washington performing in various roles and concerts. Her first 
real audition was for Seattle Opera’s “Porgy and Bess” (2011) where she landed the role 
of Strawberry Woman – her favorite role to date. “That first audition was probably the 
first time [I felt I was] able to pursue singing as a career and I was doing the right thing,” 
she said. “Having that production with that cast and that company set a really high 
standard for me. And I was able to observe and learn from world renown singers.” 

An enthusiastic learner, Ibidunni enjoys discovering more of what her voice can do through opera – there is 
always something new to learn. She encourages young people interested in a musical career to learn as 
much as they can across a wide range of subjects because it all affects performance. Piano skills are also ex-
tremely important. Her greatest hope for the future is to be performing full-time and traveling. Ibidunni’s dream 
includes not only singing full time, but also “living a life full of art."  

You can watch and hear Ibidunni on http://www.fisherensemble.org/monticellowakes  

Ibidunni Ojikutu 
1997 BMC High School 
Vocal Award  Winner 

Next month:  

BMC concludes its 101st season with its last Dynamic Duo and an exceptional pianist, all on the WWU Mu-
sic Depart. faculty. Ryan & Heather Dudenbostel (clarinet, voice) and Jay Rozendaal perform for the BMC 
on Wednesday, June 7, 10:30 am at Trinity Lutheran Church. Plan on attending the reception following the 
program.  

Night Beat offers an expanded program with Ryan and Heather Dudenbostel and Jay Rozendaal on Thurs-
day, June 8, 7:30pm at the Firehouse PAC in Fairhaven. $15 tickets are on sale today in the lobby, online on 
bellinghammusicclub.org, at Village Books, and at the door before the concert if not sold-out. 

Hear them first in the comfort of your home on NW Focus Live! Sean MacLean welcomes Ryan and Heather 
Dudenbostel and Jay Rozendaal in King-FM’s Seattle studios for conversation, program preview and music 
making. Tune in to Classical King-FM 98.1 on Friday, May 19, 8 to 9pm. 



www.bellinghammusicclub.org 

Contributions and Comments: Barbara Hudson at barbi0101@yahoo.com  

           or Richard Howland at yksun@aol.com. 

Draw for comp ticketsDraw for comp ticketsDraw for comp ticketsDraw for comp tickets 
Enter today's draw for a chance to win tickets to these performances: 

The Met Live in HD presents a star-studded cast in its last broadcast of the season, on Saturday May 13, 
9:30 am (special time) at Barkley Regal Cinemas. Der Rosenkavalier by Richard Strauss features Renée 
Fleming (Marschallin), Elīna Garanča (Octavian) and Matthew Polenzani (a Singer). Tickets are $25.20 
(adults), $23.10 (seniors) and $18.96 (children). Find synopsis, videos and program notes on metopera.org. 

The Bellingham Chamber Chorale closes its season with A Journey in Polyphony, a program that high-
lights composers influenced by the Cecilian movement, including Palestrina and Rheinberger. Saturday, May 
20, 7:30 pm at First Congregational Church, 2401 Cornwall Ave., Bellingham. $20 Adult, $15 Senior, $5 Stu-
dent with student ID, Children under 6 free. More information and tickets on bccsings.org. 

Under the theme Luminosity: Shadow and Light, the Whatcom Chorale presents Brahms’ Requiem, a mas-
terful blending of symphonic and choral voices dedicated to the living. Soprano Sherrie Kahn and bass 
Charles Robert Austin lead this brilliant journey of emotional contrasts from despair to comfort and ultimate 
hope for all humanity. Sunday, June 4, 3:00 pm at Bellingham High School, 2020 Cornwall Ave, Bellingham. 
Tickets are available at Community Food Co-op locations, Village Books, and Everybody's Store. $20 Adult; 
$15 Senior|Student; $5 Child. Concert information on www.whatcomchorale.org 

Upcoming eventsUpcoming eventsUpcoming eventsUpcoming events    
Tonight, , , , BMC member Scott Henderson receives the Mayor's Arts Award! With his multiple talents and gen-
erous personality, Scott truly is a gift to our community. Since retiring to Bellingham, he has shared his crea-
tivity with the Whatcom Symphony, the Whatcom Chorale and Bellingham Music Club, to name but a few. All 
are invited to the public reception and awards ceremony at 5:30 pm in the Walton Theatre (inside Mount 
Baker Theatre). Congratulations, Scott! 

Since his appointment at age 22 to Principal Cello for the Seattle Symphony, 
Joshua Roman has developed a dedicated Pacific Northwest following. He re-
turns to Bellingham to join the Whatcom Symphony Orchestra in Elgar’s fiery 
concerto, one of the highlights of the instrument’s repertoire. The season closes 
with Brahms’s lyrical First Symphony. Sunday, May 21, 3:00 pm at Mount 
Baker Theatre. Tickets are $15 to $49. Contact MBT Box Office to reserve your 
seat! 360-734-6080. 

Board NotesBoard NotesBoard NotesBoard Notes 

Our annual Spring Tea in the Grace Center will follow the June 7 program. Let us know if you 
would like to provide cookies, fruit, finger sandwiches or some other condiment. BMC President, 
Kay Carr, would love to hear from you. We also have a sign-up sheet in the lobby. 

Continuing on the same topic, BMC needs a Social Chair to organize receptions and coffee hours dur-
ing the 2017-2018 season. Contact Kay Carr at 398-7914 or rjcarr@juno.com. 

Best wishes for a speedy recovery to Evelyn Wright, who is at home after a brief hospital stay. 

The BMC thanks the many members who made donations in memory of Isabelle Cormier’s mother, 
Denise, who passed away recently in Montreal. 

Spring Sale: Join the BMC now and support our programs and student competitions! $10 gets you on 
the roster! See Will Ellender in the lobby today. 



  N i g h t  B e a t    

  2016-2017 season presents 

  Dynamic Duos 
     from WWU Music Faculty and Friends 

Enjoy an expanded program tomorrow  
Thursday, May 4, 7:30Thursday, May 4, 7:30   pm pm   

at the Firehouse PAC, 1314 Harris St.  
Tickets are $15, on sale today in the lobby, 
online on bellinghammusicclub.org, at Village 
Books, and at the door before the concert.  

Mary Passmore and Isabelle Cormier present 
 

Laura Camacho, violinLaura Camacho, violinLaura Camacho, violinLaura Camacho, violin    

Gustavo Camacho, hornGustavo Camacho, hornGustavo Camacho, hornGustavo Camacho, horn    

Victor Cayres, pianoVictor Cayres, pianoVictor Cayres, pianoVictor Cayres, piano    
 

ProgramProgramProgramProgramProgramProgramProgramProgramProgramProgramProgramProgram            

Gnossienne no. 1    

  

Erik Satie  (1866-1925) 

(arr. Seth Ford Young, trans. Camacho) 

Laura Camacho, violin 

Gustavo Camacho, horn 

Victor Cayres, piano 

 

Impressões Seresteiras 

O Polichinelo 

Heitor Villa-Lobos (1887-1959)  

Victor Cayres, piano 

 

Trio for Horn, Violin and Piano in E-flat, Op.40    

 Andante 

 Scherzo (Allegro) 

 Adagio mesto 

 Allegro con brio 

Johannes Brahms (1833-1897 

Laura Camacho, violin 

Gustavo Camacho, horn 

Victor Cayres, piano 

Bellingham, May 3, 2017 

Artwork courtesy: 
Anita Aparicio 



Dr. Gustavo Camacho is Assistant Professor of Horn and Brass Area Coordinator at Western Washington Univer-
sity. He previously served as Instructor of Horn and Chamber Music at the Interlochen Arts Academy. He also per-
formed as principal horn of Phoenix Opera for three years while performing regularly with The Phoenix Symphony. 
An active soloist and clinician, Dr. Camacho has been a featured soloist with the Traverse Symphony Orchestra, 
Skagit Symphony Orchestra, and the WWU Wind Ensemble and Symphony Orchestra. He has also presented 
masterclasses and performances at conferences, festivals, and institutions in the U.S., China and Luxembourg. In 
2015, Dr. Camacho completed a performance tour of Cuba with The Brass Quintet of the Americas, making history 
as the first outside professional brass quintet to tour the country. Dr. Camacho continues his dedication to chamber 
music by performing in chamber recital series throughout the country, and performing frequently with his woodwind 
quintet, Fifth Inversion. Dr. Camacho holds a Bachelor of Music degree from New Mexico State University, 
and Master and Doctor of Musical Arts degrees in horn performance from Arizona State University. 
 

Dr. Laura Camacho is currently on the violin faculty at Western Washington University, and previously served on 
the violin faculty at the Interlochen Center for the Arts. She has previously been a member of the Phoenix Opera, 
Des Moines Symphony, Des Moines Metro Opera, and has performed regularly with the Phoenix Symphony, Nash-
ville Symphony, and Nashville Chamber Orchestra. Dr. Camacho performed frequently as soloist and guest con-
certmaster with orchestras around the country, most recently with Skagit Opera and Whatcom Chorale Sinfonia. 
Her diverse musical background includes backup violin to Kanye West, as well as touring nationally with Vince Gill 
and Amy Grant. World premiere performances include a new opera by James DeMars featuring Carlos Nakai on 
Native American flute, and a work written by Ola Gjeilo for Grammy Award winning Phoenix Chorale, string quartet 
and piano. Dr. Camacho is committed to bringing chamber music to the community. In addition to performances 
with Trio Lumina, she frequently appears in faculty chamber music concerts at WWU, and often collaborates with 
area professionals at Bellingham Chamber Music Society concerts. Dr. Camacho holds a Bachelor of Music 
from Vanderbilt University, where she also holds a degree in Art and Art History. She earned her Master of 
Music and Doctor of Musical Arts degrees from Arizona State University, with a research specialty in body 
awareness and injury prevention for string. 
 

Brazilian-born pianist Victor Cayres has earned praise for concerts with the Sine Nomine string quartet in Switzer-
land and as a soloist with such orchestras as the Boston Pops and Brno Philharmonic in the Czech Republic. A re-
cent winner of the 8th Iowa Piano Competition and the 18th Leoš Janáček Competition, he has been a guest artist 
at Banff Center for the Arts, Canada, Interlochen Center for the Arts, MI, and Boston University Tanglewood Insti-
tute. He has released CDs for Albany Records (works by David Owens) and Parma Records (works by Joseph 
Summer). In recent years Dr. Cayres performed in Brazil, Europe, and in the U.S., including a debut at Weill Hall, 
Carnegie Hall, as a soloist with the Chamber Orchestra of New York. Dr. Cayres holds degrees from Saõ Paulo 
University, the New England Music Conservatory, and Boston University. He currently serves on the piano 
faculty at Boston University School of Music. 
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