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"Without reflection on the ability of American musicians or artists, I doubt whether they will be able to inter-
pret faithfully the native music of my country, which is predominately melancholic and even sad," Jorge Luis 
Perez, the Brazilian consul in Seattle, wrote in a letter dated July 30, 1941. He was responding to a request from the 
Bellingham Music Club for South American music for a concert planned for Nov. 5 of that year. But he offered to help 
as much as he could. The Brazilian consul's letter, preserved in the archives at the Center for Pacific Northwest Studies 
in Bellingham, did not make the cut for a memory book eventually put together for the club this year by four college 
students. But the letter demonstrates how diligently past club members worked to put together interesting concerts, as 
they continue to do to this day. And the resulting memory book interprets faithfully the long history of the Bellingham 
Music Club. 

Bellingham Music Club: 100 Years of Music, compiled by Elizabeth Blymer, Christin Peter, Malcolm Sangster and 
Spencer Wilson, now is available online. The price is $25 for a soft cover or $39 for a hard cover. You can flip through 
the book, and order a copy if you wish, at: www.blurb.com/b/6947102-bellingham-music-club-100-years-of-
music. A link is provided on our website www.bellinghammusicclub.org  

A few copies also are for sale today in the lobby of Trinity Lutheran Church. Artfully illustrated with archival photos, 
the book begins with the club's founding in 1916 and concludes with the 100th anniversary tea held this Feb. 21. 

At the invitation of instructor Margi Fox, BMC made a pitch for the memory book during an early meeting of her win-
ter-quarter technical writing class. BMC members Kristin Van Schelt, Gail Haines and Richard Howland spoke to the 
class. Three other nonprofit community groups also presented project ideas. Then the students made bids on the pro-
jects they wanted to do. 

When the students who selected the BMC project began their research, they already knew that the club began in 1916 
as an exclusive group of wealthy women with musical talent. Over the years the club evolved into an inclusive group, 
open to men and woman who appreciated music whether or not they could sing or play an instrument. 

Students in the technical writing class presented their completed course projects at 4 p.m. Thursday, March 10, in the 
Humanities Building at Western Washington University. "None of us are from Bellingham, so we enjoyed learning 
about local history," Christin told the class. "We started at the state archives, but a lot of research time at the archives 
already was booked. So we went to the Whatcom Museum, which had lots of photos related to the club." 

Photos from the museum complemented the primary sources available at the archives. 

"There were boxes of scrapbooks with hand-glued newspaper 
clippings and concert programs," Elizabeth recalled. "Details 
were written in beautiful handwriting. It was amazing how 
much time those women put into it. All of their effort was in-
spiring. It was a lot for us to live up to their high standards. 
They made me want to do a good job." Christin said it had been 
particularly gratifying to meet members of the club at the 100th 
anniversary tea on Feb. 21 at Lairmont Manor, and to see "how 
excited they were" about the club. 

                     -- Richard Howland, BMC publicity chair 

BMC memory book team at WWU:  
Seated are Elizabeth Blymer, left, and Christin Peter.  
Standing are Malcolm Sangster, left, and Spencer Wilson.  

Photo by Richard Howland 
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Find out everything about the BMC on our website www.bellinghammusicclub.org 

Contributions or corrections? Contact Newsletter Editors:  

Barbara Hudson at barbi0101@yahoo.com and Richard Howland at yksun@aol.com 

Our mailing address is: BMC, P.O. Box 197, Bellingham, WA  98227-1093  

Board nominees for 2016-2018 

 
The nominees for the executive board of the Bellingham Music Club for 2016-2018 are (left to right be-
low): Kay Carr, president; Susie Seaton, vice president; Charles Way, treasurer, Will Ellender, membership 

chair, and Garland Richmond, secretary. 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adhering to club bylaws, candidates endorsed by the board were announced at the March concert, when any club 
member also could make nominations from the floor. The membership will vote on the candidates at today's concert. 

Board Notes 

Letter to the editor  

Kay Carr's formal election marks an especially momentous transition in the club's history: the passing of the baton 

from the last president of the club's first century to the first president of its second century. 

Kristin Van Schelt presided over the year-long Centennial festivities and the “Concert of the Century,” and leaves the 

club at its all-time peak in enrollment. She worked long and hard to collaborate with Western Washington University 

on the awards competition in honor of Virginia Glover, and the Western Treasures Night Beat concert. These were 

her babies.   

I hope you take advantage of the opportunity to honor her presidency! 

-- Jack Frymire 
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   Help Wanted 

 

We need to help our new president find someone willing to be in charge of our five 
award competitions: High School Piano Awards in honor of Nancy Bussard; High 

School Vocal Awards in honor of Jack and Ginny Frymire; High School Instrumental 

Awards in honor of Nick Bussard; High School String Awards in honor of Ethel 

Crook, and WWU Awards in honor of Virginia Glover. The awards chair will have 
help from individual chairs for each competition.  

These competitions are usually held in January and February, with the winners performing for our BMC con-
certs the first Wednesday of February, March and April. Most of the work is done in late fall, getting the audi-
tion materials on our website by November and notifying teachers, schools and the media regarding the dates 
of the competitions, usually held on Friday evenings at Trinity Lutheran Church with the exception of the 
WWU Awards Competition, held at WWU. 

The awards chair and the chairs of each competition are tasked to find adjudicators willing to communicate 
with the students after their performances. The awards chair also sets up the rules and deadlines for applica-
tions and material to be presented. Please consider telling our president-elect, Kay Carr, how you would like 
to help with our annual awards competitions. 

Anyone with further questions can email or contact the former awards chair, Gail Haines at: 
mghaines3@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to  new 

BMC member Charlie Seaton.  
It’s always a good time to join   
and support the BMC endeavors,  
especially now with our spring sale: 
$10 gets you on the roster for the  
rest of the season!  
See Membership Chair  
Will Ellender in the lobby.  
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Additional Talent Call 
The BMC wants to step into its second century with a 
whole new look! Can you volunteer and design promo-
tional material? Will you lend your creative skills for 
posters and ads, or update our brochure? Let Kay Carr 
know of your interest: rjcarr@juno.com.  



 

Skagit Opera presents Norma by Vincenzo Bellini, one of the great Italian operas of all time and one of the most de-
manding roles in all of opera. Lotti Lehmann who sang it in 1890's said that singing Norma was more demanding than 
singing all three of the Brunhilde's in one night. Singing the role of Norma is Christina Kowalski who was spectacular 
as Tosca and Madam Butterfly; Metropolitan Opera tenor Todd Wilander makes his Skagit Opera debut. Tanya Kane-
Parry will be the first woman to direct an opera at Skagit Opera. Sung in Italian with English Subtitles. At McIntyre 
Hall, Mount Vernon, April 8 and 15 at 7:30 and April 10 and 17 at 3 pm. Tickets $25-50 are online at 
www.mcintyrehall.org or at the McIntyre Hall box office 360-416-7727 

Barkley Regal Theaters in Bellingham will present a live simulcast of the Metropolitan Opera of New York's per-
formance of Donizetti’s Roberto Devereux on April 16 and Richard Strauss’ Electra on April 30. For details: 
www.FathomEvents.com 

The Jansen Jazz Band will perform at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, April 21, at Jansen Art Center, 321 Front St., Lynden. 
Tickets are $10 online and at the Gallery Shop. This will be the last concert of the season with the community jazz 
band directed by Steve Herrick. Details: (360) 354-3600 or www.jansenartcenter.org. 

North Sound Community Orchestra will present its spring concert Wednesday, April 27, at 7:30 p.m. at the Squali-
cum High School auditorium. On the program: Romeo and Juliet by Peter Ilyitch Tchaikovsky, overture to the opera 
“Die diebische Elster” by Rossini, Tales of Hoffman by Offenbach, Pirates of the Caribbean by Klaus Badelt and 
Concerto in C Major by Joseph Haydn with cello soloist. The concert is free. BMC members Jane Lund and Barbara 
DeFreytas play in this orchestra. 

Whatcom Symphony Orchestra will present "Viva el Tango!" on Sunday, May 1, at Mount Baker Theater, 104 N. 
Commercial St., Bellingham, featuring the syncopated rhythms of Latin America. Elisa Barston, principal second vio-
linist for Seattle Symphony Orchestra, will make her first solo appearance with the Whatcom Symphony. Tickets are 
$34 or $39. Call (360) 734-6080. 

Mayor's Arts Award 

Bellingham Music Club is one of this year's winners for the Mayor's Arts Award. Kelli Linville, Mayor of Bel-
lingham, will host the awards presentation at 5:30 p.m. April 27 in the Walton Theater at Mount Baker Thea-
ter, 104 N. Commercial St. Each year members of the public submit nominations for the award, which are re-
viewed by the Bellingham Arts Commission.  

"This celebration is to honor the work you do to encourage, promote and reward the next generations of musi-
cians," Mayor Linville wrote in a March 4 letter to BMC.  

Next Month 

Pianist Jeremy DesChane, winner of the BMC piano competition four years in a row between 
2001 and 2004, will perform works by Beethoven, Debussy, Stravinsky and Albeniz on 
Wednesday, May 4, 10:30 a.m. at Trinity Lutheran Church. 

Three Night Beats for $30 

A mini-subscription is available for $30 for BMC's next three Night Beat concerts, scheduled 
for 7:30 p.m. April 7, May 5 and June 2 at First Congregational Church, 2401 Cornwall Ave. 
Normally, individual tickets to Night Beat are $15. 

Pianist Daniel Chong and other winners of the club's WWU Awards will perform April 7, 
when percussionist Silas Stewart will team with saxophonist David Hoogkamer (2015 winner) 
on a piece written for them by Jon Bash, program coordinator for the Western Washington Uni-
versity Department of Music. 

Pianist Jeremy DesChane will perform works by Bach, Piazzolla and Liszt on May 5, and so-
prano Katherine Copland will sing on June 2. For more information, see Isabelle Cormier. 

Upcoming Events 
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Jeremy DesChane 

Katherine Copland 



1st place ($500): Daniel Chong majors in piano performance under professor Jeffrey Gilliam. He 
began playing the piano when he was 7 years old. One of his greatest thrills was performing at Car-
negie Hall with the Jackson High School Wind Ensemble, when he was featured as a soloist per-
forming "Rhapsody in Blue" by George Gershwin. He will graduate this year, and hopes to pursue a 
career in classical music, jazz, R&B, soul and pop. 

2nd place ($300): Silas Stewart is a musician and composer, currently pursuing a bachelor's de-
gree in percussion performance with a minor in audio recording technology. He has studied under 
Patrick Roulet, and has played with the Wind Symphony, Percussion Ensemble, Western Washing-
ton Symphony Orchestra, New Music Ensemble and Chamber Jazz Ensemble as well as in several 
student composition recitals. Silas is actively involved in the electro-acoustic program, both compos-
ing and performing challenging contemporary works. He has recorded and performed with rock/pop 
groups throughout the Northwest.  

3rd place ($200): Emily Pontén majors in music and French. Her violin instructor is Grant Donnel-
lan. She is concertmaster of the WWU Symphony Orchestra and has performed with the Scholarship 
String Quartet and the Composers of Western Quartet. She was named All-State and All-Northwest 
throughout junior high and high school, and she has played with the Seattle Youth Symphony Or-
chestra for the past 7 years. A proponent of contemporary classical music of mixed medias, Emily 
has performed works by renowned living composers at Sound Culture and the Bellingham Electronic 
Arts Festival (BEAF). She will premiere a commissioned work by Jon Bash at her senior recital this 
spring. Emily plans to pursue a doctorate in conducting and hopes one day to conduct a professional 
symphony orchestra. 

Randy Sasnett Prize ($100): Gabija Vaičekonis was taught piano from age 4 in Lithuania by her 
musician parents. Preparation for a BA degree in music has included solo piano with Milica Jelača 
Jovanović and Kay Zavislak, and collaborative piano with Jeffrey Gilliam. She was a winner of the 
Concerto Competition at WWU in 2015 and frequently participates in Western's music events, in-
cluding master classes. Gabija sings, leads and writes original music for her own jazz and pop 
group, which has performed at Seattle venues and in Bellingham. She is active in the Seattle-
Lithuanian choir and Lithuanian song festivals. 

Biographies 
Winners of BMC Competition in honor of Virginia Glover  

are all seniors at Western Washington University 

Pianist Pianist Pianist    
Daniel ChongDaniel ChongDaniel Chong   

PercussionistPercussionistPercussionist   
Silas StewartSilas StewartSilas Stewart   

ViolinistViolinistViolinist   
Emily PonténEmily PonténEmily Pontén   

Pianist Pianist Pianist    
Gabija VaičekonisGabija VaičekonisGabija Vaičekonis   



Kristin Van Schelt Kristin Van Schelt Kristin Van Schelt Kristin Van Schelt     

presents winners of the WWU presents winners of the WWU presents winners of the WWU presents winners of the WWU Music Competition Music Competition Music Competition Music Competition     

in honor of Virginia in honor of Virginia in honor of Virginia in honor of Virginia Glover Glover Glover Glover  
 

Program 

 

L’isle joyeuse, L. 106            Claude Debussy 

                     (1862-1918) 

Gabija Vaičekonis, piano 

 

Violin Sonata No. 3 in E-flat major, Op. 12         Ludwig van Beethoven 

 II. Adagio con molto espressione                 (1770-1827) 

Emily Pontén, violin 

Daniel Chong, piano 

Canned Heat              Eckhard Kopetzi 

                 (b. 1956) 

Suomineito              Nebojsa Jovan Zivkovic 

                 (b. 1962) 

Silas Stewart, percussion 

Mephisto Waltz No. 1            Franz Liszt 

                      (1811-1886) 

Pavane pour une infante défunte               Maurice Ravel 

                      (1875-1937) 

Daniel Chong, piano 

 

 

 
    In collaboration with 

 

 

Night Beat returns on Thursday, April 7, at 7:30 p.m. at 
First Congregational Church, 2401 Cornwall Avenue.  

2015 WWU competition winner, saxophonist David Hoogkamer 
(pictured at left), joins today’s award recipients in full-length 
Western Treasures program filled with artistry and virtuosity. 

FREE for WWU students. Take a teen for free with paying adult. 


